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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 8, 2002

Draft Striped Bass Amendment 6 Now Available for Public Review & Comment
State Hearings to be Held Throughout September

Washington, DC – The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission announced today the release of the Public
Hearing Draft of Amendment 6 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass for public
review and comment.  It is anticipated that most of the Atlantic coastal states will be conducting public hearings
throughout September. A subsequent press release will be released once the details of those hearings become
available.

“This Draft Amendment has been a long time in the making, due to the complexity of issues surrounding striped
bass management,” stated Board Chair, Lewis Flagg from Maine. “The document is designed to solicit public
input on a number of difficult issues, not the least of which is allocation of the resource. Following the public
comment period, the Board’s challenge will be to fairly weigh all the issues and create a management program
that is equitable to all user groups.”

The Draft Amendment provides extensive options for the long-range management of Atlantic coastal striped
bass populations.  The three primary issues addressed in the Draft Amendment include management program
goals, objectives and planning horizon, modifications to the biological reference points, and allocation of the
resource by user group and area.  The document presents information on habitat issues, bycatch and discards of
striped bass, monitoring programs, and protected species/fishery interactions.

Copies of the Public Hearing Draft can be obtained by contacting the Commission at (202) 289-6400 or via the
Commission’s website at www.asmfc.org. Public comment on the document will be accepted until October 18,
2002 and should be forwarded to Robert Beal, Director, Interstate Fisheries Management Program, at 1444 Eye
Street, N.W., Sixth Floor, Washington, DC, 20005; (202) 289-6051 (fax) or <rbeal@asmfc.org>.  For more
information, please contact Robert Beal at (202)289-6400.
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